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Blogging Workshop
July 19, 2006

Blogging: Online Writing Experience
Getting students of any age to write can sometimes be difficult. Getting students to see the value of
communicating in writing can also be a minor challenge. Making the writing experience fun and meaningful
and a regular basis was my original goal when starting blogging with my 5th grader students. ‘Blog’ is short
for the increasingly popular ‘web log’, and online journal or interactive forum.  Most blogs do not cost
anything to create and maintain and are fairly simple tools to use online.

Online Blog Alternatives
Blogger.com,  WordPress.com, TypePad, MSN,

Creating A Classroom Blog
One can Google ‘blog’ and find a few websites
that will host your blog.  One easy to use and
free website is http://blogger.com .  These
instructions will assist in creating a free blog.

Blogger.com offers a tour and has many blogs
to view. To get started creating one, click on
the orange arrow, ‘Create your blog now’.

The next window asks you to choose a user
name. This should be a name for you. This
same name can be used to create other
blogs later, but will show up on the blog
page the students will use.

Choose a password that students shouldn’t
know. The ‘Display name’ refers to that
name shown when you post to the blog.
The email address will be used to contact
you if there are problems.  You should not
get any ‘sales mail’ by putting your email
address here.

The blog title will be the
large title on the first
page. This will be the
title for your website, not
an individual blog
posting.

Make the address something easy, but unique. This is the address students and family will use to read and
post.  If the name you suggest has already been taken, it will give you a chance to choose another.



hmartin@austinisd.org  7/2/06 Page 2 blogger-handout.doc

In step three, you need to choose what
the look of the blog will be. Scroll
through the pretty examples and
choose one by clicking the small round
button below the template you wish to
use.

Looking closely, you will seem minor
difference such as the main blog
window on the left, middle or right.
You will also be able to add links to
other sites, such as your school
website or another frequently used classroom site.  Continue from this page and you will be congratulated for
creating your blog. You’re done!

How To Use Your New Blog
Now that there is a place to store writing, how do you use it? Using the ‘Start Posting’ arrow from the
previous steps, you will be given your first window for posting.  A good idea is to make the first post an

introduction. You have
the ability to spell
check before posting
and save the post as a
draft if you want to
finish writing later.

The title space will
show just above the
text in your post.

The large window will
hold your post. The
post can be incredibly
long if needed, so
don’t worry about
space.

If you want people to
add comments, (which

is the purpose of blogging,) say ‘yes’ to allowing.   Click ‘Publish Post’ when finished and then your first
blog will be posted on the internet for anyone to see.

Customize To Make The Blog School-Friendly
There are many ways to customize your blog.  When looking at your blog, find the
‘Blogger’ icon at the top left of the window.  This is your link to the ‘dashboard’, which
has links to all of your other blogs that you are writing, help links from the Blogger.com people, and your
way to change your blog preferences.

Under where it says, ‘Blog Name’, you will find your blog. Click on the name of the blog.  You will see a list
of all posts that you have created. This is where you can go back and edit something you may have already
posted.
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The Settings tab has a few things we should manipulate. First, answer “Add your Blog to our listings?” with
a big ‘no’ unless you want strangers stumbling upon your classroom dialogue. Remember, this blog is not
password protected, and not advertising it helps keep it more private.   After changing any of these basic
settings, click ‘Save settings’ at the bottom.

Next, select the ‘Comments’ tab.  You will want to show
comments, as this is what the students will be writing.   A big
decision will be ‘Who Can Comment?”  The simplest choice is
to let anyone post.  You won’t have to create user names and
passwords and kids can more easily share with parents at home.
The problem is the anonymous nature of the poster.  Students
should be trained to sign any posting so that others can use their

‘accountable writing’ skills to enhance dialogue between posters.  It would be problematic to register each
student, so anonymous may be the best choice.   By using only student initials, I tried to keep my students’ id
off of the internet and they knew who was posting which ideas.  It was a common occurrence for the students
to police themselves when someone used a name or forgot to sign their work.


